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CEHAPTER" "I

SiTUuATION IN ROME AT THE DEATH oF LEo X.—ELECTION
ofF AbpriaNn VI

THE death of Leo X. in the prime of life, coming un-
expectedly, altered the whole basis of the political situation
in Italy. So strong was the reaction, that everything
which had hitherto been accomplished became once again
an open question. The victorious career of the Imperial
and Papal forces in Lombardy came to a standstill, while
simultanecously, in the States of the Church, the enemies of
the Medici lifted up their heads. Cardinals (&:hl_rmewand

%c_hcuhad to quit the army of tf}é/League and hasten

to Rome for the Conclave, while at the same time the
funds, which had been supplied almost exclusively by
the Papal treasury, were cut off at their source. In con-
sequence Prospero Colonna was obliged to dismiss all
his German mercenaries, and his Swiss to the number
of five hundred men. A portion of the Papal forces
withdrew, under Guido Rangoni, to Modena; the
remainder stayed in Milanese territory with the Marquis
of Mantua. All further movements depended on the
result of the election. The Florentine auxiliary troops
marched back home to the Republic. Had it not been
for the caution of Guicciardini, Parma would have fallen
into the hands of the French. To the latter, provided

that they were resolutely supported by Francis I., the
VOL. IX. I



2 HISTORY OF THE POPES.

opportunity lay open of recovering all their losses in
Lombardy.!

No one rejoiced more over the death of Leo than the
Duke Alfonso of Ferrara, who ordered a medal to be
struck with the circumscription: “ Out of the Lion’s paw”
(de manu Leonis). Making use of the favourable moment,
Alfonso at once occupied Bondeno, Finale, the Garfagnana,
Lugo and Bagnacavallo; his successful progress was not
checked until he reached Cento. The deposed Duke of
Urbino and the sons of Giampaolo Baglioni, Orazio and
Malatesta, also rose in arms. Francesco Maria della
Rovere recovered without difficulty his entire dukedom,
with the exception of the portion in the possession of
Florence ; he also made himself master of Pesaro. Orazio
and Malatesta Baglioni entered Perugia on the 6th of
January 1522, At the same time Sigismondo da Varano
drove out his uncle Giammaria, who had been made Duke
of Camerino by Leo X., while Sigismondo Malatesta seized
Rimini. Under these circumstances the fear that the
Venetians might snatch Ravenna and Cervia from the
Papal States was not groundless?

The situation in Rome also was critical ; but Vincenzo
Caraffa, Archbishop of Naples, who had been appointed
Governor of the city, knew how to maintain tranquillity.?

! GUICCIARDINL, XIV., 4; ¢f. Op. ined., IIL, 505 segq., and CHIESI,
99 seg. ¥ Cuncta quidem ex morte Leonis misceri coepere atque
turbari, writes S. Ti1z10, * Hist. Senen., Cod. G, 11, 39, Chigi Library,
Rome.

? With GUICCIARDINI, XIV., ¢f. ALFANI, 296 ; VETTORI, 340 seq. ;
CARPESANUS, 1338 seg.; Bollett. p. 'Umbria, V., 687; VI., 69 segg. ;
UcGoLINt, I1., 224 ; BALAN, Storia, VI., 57-58, and BoscHETTI, 1., 180
seqg. See also Arch. d. Soc. Rom., XXVI., 427 seg.

¥ (. *Letterof B.Castiglione, of December 3, 1521(Gonzaga Archives,

Mantua) ; BERGENROTH, 11, n. 368, 369, and * Diary of CORNELIUS
DE FINE (National Library, Paris).
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In the meantime the government of the Church was carried
on by the Sacred College,! whose members were un-
remitting in their endeavours to maintain peace and order
in all directions.? Their difficulties, however, were increased,
during this period of political tension, by the exceptional
drain on the exchequer which had been brought about by
the prodigal and random expenditure of Leo X. Inl
order to meet the most pressing necessities, almost all the
treasures of the Holy See, which had not already been
pawned, were gradually put into the hands of the money-
lenders ; the mitres and tiaras, the ecclesiastical ornaments
of the Papal chapel, and even the precious tapestries
designed by Raphael were pledged?® At the time of
Leo’s death a detailed inventory was taken of all the

1 Cf. the *decree of the Sacred College, dated Romae, in Palatio
Apost., December 2, 1521 Sede vacante, appended to *Acta Consist.,
14921513, f. 56. Consistorial Archives of the Vatican.

2 See * Letter of the Cardinals to the castellan of Assisi, dated Rome,
December 2, 1521, in Cod. 1888, f. 20-21, Bibl. Angelica, Rome ; and
to the Swiss, dated December 19, 1521, and January 12, 1522. Cf.
Archiv fiir schweiz. Ref., I11., 451, by DAMARUS, in Histor. Jahrb,,
XVI, 85, and WIiRz, Filonardi, 56 seg. Also the *letter of the
Cardinals to the castellan of Spoleto of December 7, 1521, in * Acta
Consist., f. 50.

3 Together with SANUTO, XX X11., 252, 290, 417, and Appendix, No. 2,
see the *letter of B. Castiglione to the Marquis of Mantua, dat,
Rom., December 16, 1521 : * To ho il cervello tanto pieno di confusione
e fastidio che non mi pare di poter satisfare a cosa alcuna di quelle ch’io
debbo con V. Ex. ; pare facendo quanto io posso parmi essere excusato
e piu serei, se quello potesse vedere il stento ch'io patisco; non ¢
povertd al mondo ne meschinitd sopra quella che si vede in questo
collegio, che s’io la dicessi come & non si crederia. Oltra li debiti grandi
lassati da Papa Leone s** mem. sono dopo la morte sua impegnate tutte
le gioie, tutti 1i panni di arazzo, dico quelli bellissimi, e mitre e regni
€ paci e argenti della credenza e si & dovuto far queste exequie tanto
povere che non so qual cosa al mondo sia povera e pagare li fanti della
guardia e far le stanze del conclave. Gonzaga Archives, Mantua.
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precious contents of the Vatican, including the ponti-
fical mitres, tiaras, pectoral crosses, and precious stones.
This catalogue shows that the current report, that Leo’s
sister Lucrezia Salviati had rifled! the Vatican of all its
most costly belongings, was, to say the least, a gross
exaggeration.?

Worse than the political confusion and the want of
money was the moral condition of the Sacred College, which
consisted for the most part of men of thoroughly worldly
character, who offered only too true a picture of that spirit
of faction and enmity which was then the disintegrating
factor in Italy and Christendom at large® The divisions
of party among the electors were so great that it was the
belief of many that the Church was on the verge of schism.*

Manuel, the Ambassador of Charles V., mentions as
true Imperialists the Cardinals Vich, Valle, Piccolomini,
Jacobazzi, Campeggio, Pucci, Farnese, Schinner, and Medici;
Cesarini as not having a mind of his own; the three
Venetians, Grimani, Cornaro, and Pisani, as well as Fieschi,
Monte, Grassis, and Cajetan, as doubtful, and Accolti and
Soderini as decidedly hostile.® The leader of the Imperial-
ists was the Cardinal Vice-Chancellor Gdulio de’ Medici,

! Gradenigo in ALBERI, 2 Series, 111, 71.

2 In the inventory of jewels belonging to Leo X., the missing pieces
are named. (* Inventario havuto da M. Barth. a Bibiena guardaroba
di P, Leone X,, a di 6 di Decembre 1521. State Archives, Rome.)
The additions to the * Inventario delle robbe rulla foraria di P. Leone
X. mention seyeral missing pieces and give information as to their
whereabouts (e.g. some went to Serapica, Maddalena de’ Medici), but
Lucrezia is not here named. That pieces from the guardaroba of Leo
X. were stolen, Castiglione also says expressly in a * letter of February
22, 1522 (Gonzaga Archives, Mantua).

3 HOFLER, Adrian VI, 72.

4 Cf. Clerk in BREWER, IIL., 2, n. 1895.

5 BERGENROTH, II., n. 370.
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who had already reached Rome on the 11th of December
1521. On his side were by no means all, but only a
portion, of the Imperialists and those younger Cardinals
who had been nominated by Leo X.! Among the circum-
stances which weighed strongly in favour of the candi-
dature of the Vice-Chancellor was the extraordinary
reputation which he enjoyed, grounded on the assumption
that he had had untrammelled direction of Leo’s policy,
along with his connection with Florence and his wealth,
which would prove of great assistance in relieving the
financial necessities of the Papal government.?

The Imperial Ambassador, who was supported by the
representatives of Portugal and of the Florentine Republic,
did all he could to secure the election of Medici, although
the candidature of the latter was opposed not only by the
Franco-Venetian party, but also by the senior Cardinals.
The latter, many of whom desired the tiara, laid great im-
portance on the fact that no one under fifty years of age was
eligible for the Papacy. From another quarter came the
objection that it would be a discredit and danger if Leo
were succeeded by a member of his own family, the heredi-
tary principle being thus introduced into a Papal election.

__;_1Many who had imperialist leanings were disinclined to
/'accept Medici, while Cardinal Colonna showed more and
Lmore his decided hostility.2 To all these enemies were added

/1 Jovius (Vita Adriani VI.) says that among the younger Cardinals

| notonly Colonna, but also Trivulzio, Jacobazzi, Pallavicini,and Vich were

\ against Medici. The latter placed his suit before the Emperor in
a *letter of December 18, 1521, Cod. Barb. lat, 2103, f. 191 seq.,
Vatican Library.

¢ See BERGENROTH, I1., n. 374, and SANUTO, XXXII., 262.

3 GUICCIARDINI, XIV., 4; SANUTO, XXXII., 260, 288 ; KRAFFT,
Briefe, 33. * Colonna si & scoperto nemico capitalissimo di Medici,
reports Giov. Maria della Porta in a *letter, dated Rome, December
25, 1521. State Archives, Florence, Urbino, 132.
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the Cardinals who, for one reason or another, had become
dissatisfied with Leo X. Next to Colonna the most im-
portant leader of the opposition was Soderini ;! since the
discovery of the conspiracy of Petrucci, he had lived in
exile and discontent, and had often said openly that he
would do all in his power to prevent a return of the
Medicean tyranny.? Medici could count on a sum total of
fifteen or sixteen votes ;?® all the others were against him.
Disunited as these opponents were on other points, they
were unanimous in their determination that in no case
should a Florentine Pope again ascend the chair of Peter.*

Not less eagerly than Medici did the ambitious Wolsey,
who remained in England, strive after the tiara. He was

! Cf. the * Report of the Nuncio Raince, January 1o, 1522, Beth.,
8500, f. 91 seg., and FONTANIEU, 191, f. 9 (National Library, Paris).
G. M. della Porta writes, Jan. 9, 1523: *Io vi dico che havemo
infinito obligo al card. Colonna, che se non fosse stato esso havres-
semo gia papa Medici. State Archives, Florence, Urbino, 132.

% Cf. SaNUTO, XXXII., 252, 260, 288.

3 At first it was stated, on an exaggerated calculation, that Medici
could count on 20 votes (SANUTO, XXXII., 262, 263). Manuel on
December 24 reckoned on 18 (so also SaANUTO, XXXII., 27s5), on
January 6 only on 15 or thereabouts (BERGENROTH, II., n. 370, 372).
Clerk also (BREWER, 111, 2, n. 1895), N. Raince (* Report of January
9, 1522, Beth., 8500, f. 95; FONTANIEU, 191, f. 6 (National Library,
Paris), and GuicciarpINt (XIV., 4) give 15 supporters; JOViUSs
(Vita Adriani VL), 16. Giov. Maria della Porta speaks in his
*report of December 25, 1521, as well as in that of January 2, 1522, of
only 13 certain votes. State Archives, Florence.

* Giov. Maria della Porta reports on December 25 that Medici is
almost sure of 13 votes: ¥*ma all’ opposito tutti gli altri se gli sono
coniuncti contro et deliberato primo morire che di vederlo papa, pur
tra essi non sono poi concordi in la electione ; chiaro ¢ che non vogliono
Fiorentino in alcuno modo. State Archives, Florence. Cf. also
despatches in Arch. Stor. Ital, Nuova Serie, IX., 4-5. *El card.
Medici sta forte per far se, writes Naselli on December 25, 1521. State
Archives, Modena.
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ready, he declared, to pay 100,000 ducats in order to reach
this goal. From England, at the instance of the King
himself, the Emperor was besieged with formal entreaties
to intervene in favour of his election. The shrewd Haps-
burger gave fair promises, but took no serious steps to fulfil
them.! It was impossible, in the existing conditions of
things, that an English Pope, and above all such a man as
Wolsey, could be acceptable to the Emperor.?2 Wolsey on
his side, strange to say, placed a delusive trust in the
Emperor’s assurances ; he even suggested unblushingly to
the latter that he should march his troops on Rome and
compel the Cardinals by main force to carry his election.?
. Charles V. paid so little attention to this that it was not until
December the 3oth that he specifically named Wolsey as a
candidate in a letter to his Ambassador Manuelt The
time for this recommendation, as for the coming of the
English envoy, Richard Pace, had passed.® The latter, by
his stay in Rome, could only have been strengthened in
his conviction that the candidature of the English Cardinal
had never been seriously considered.®

Among the other numerous candidates for the Ponti-
ficate, Grimani, Carvajal, Soderini, Grassis, Gonzaga, and
above all Farnese, were prominent. The last named did

1 LANZ, Briefe und Aktenstiicke, 1., sor (No. 155) ; ¢/ BREWER, III.,
2, n. 1906 ; REUMONT, Wolsey, 17 seg.

2 BROSCH, Engl. Geschichte, V1., 154 ; ¢/ MARTIN, 348 segg.

3 LANZ, I. 523 (No. 162).

4 See MIGNET, Revue d. deux Mondes, XIV. (1858), 168. SAG-
MULLER, Papstwahlen, 148.

b Cf. BusCH, Vermittlungspolitik, 181. Manuel certainly did nothing
towards Wolsey’s election ; ¢f. BROSCH, 0p. cit. 155.

8 Cf. MARTIN, 351. LEPITRE, 148, like many other historians, takes
Wolsey’s candidature too seriously. It is interesting to see how
Schinner, in a *letter dated Rome, March 6, 1522, comforts the
ambitious Wolsey. Cotton MS., Vitellius B. V, f. 45, British Museum.
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all in his power to win Medici and Manuel! The Cardinal
Vice-Chancellor and the Ambassador did not shut their
eyes to the fact that a united combination of their op-
ponents would render the election of a second Medici
Pope impossible. It was therefore agreed upon between
the two that the votes of the Imperialist party should be
transferred to another candidate acceptable to Charles V.2
Under these circumstances Manuel reminded the electors,
upon whose pledges he could\rekly, that, in the case of their
being unable to vote unanimously for one of the Cardinals

in Conclave, they should bethink themselves of Cardinal -

Adrian of Tortosa, then resident as Viceroy in Spain?
At this juncture nothing more was done, since Medici
continued to hope that he might yet carry the day, if not
for himself, at least for one of the Cardinals present, on
whose devotion he could thoroughly rely.

Public opinion in Rome had been from the first almost '

entirely on the side of Medici ; before his arrival he had been
marked as the future Pope. This Cardinal, it was stated in a
report of the 14th of December 1521, or some other of his
choosing, would receive the tiara! Next to those of
Medici the chances of Grimani and Farnese® were in
advance of all others; there were also some who con-

! ¢f. BERGENROTH, II, n. 370, 371, and *letter of Naselli of
December 25, 1521 (State Archives, Modena); also Jovius, Vita
Adriani VI. *Bona openion si ha di Farnese et di Grassis .. ..
Alcuni propongono Aracoeli et Egidio, reports Giov. Maria della
Porta on December 25, 1521 (State Archives, Florence). For Gonzaga
see his letter in Giorn. d. lett. Ital., XIX., 83.

2 BERGENROTH, 1L, n. 370.

3 Manuel's despatch of December 28, 1521, in BERGENROTH, n. 371,
and DE LEVA, II,, 128, n. 2, where the passages in question are given
in the original phraseology.

* SANUTO, XXXI1., 282 ; ¢f: 275.

5 Jbid., 260, 284.
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sidered that Cardinals Gonzaga and Piccolomini had a
favourable prospect.! The elevation of Wolsey or any
other foreign candidate was wholly impossible, owing to
the highly developed consciousness of their nationality and / ,
civilization to which the [talian people had attained.

The strong tendency to satire which characterizes the
- ¥ T[talian is especially marked among the Romans, whose vo. @
cabulary is uncommonly rich in humorous and mordant ex-
pressions. A vacancy in the Holy See invariably gave them
an opportunity for turning this vein of satire on the electors
and candidates. On the present occasion this mischievous
habit was carried beyond all previous limits. Like mush-
rooms after rain, lampoons and pasquinades sprang up in
which first the dead Pope and his adherents, and then the
electors of the future Pontiff were, without exception,
attacked in unheard-of ways. It was now that the statue
of Pasquino assumed its peculiar character as the rallying-
point for libellous utterances and raillery.? The foreign
envoys were amazed at the number of these pasquinades
in prose and verse and in different languages, as well as
at the freedom of speech prevailing in Rome.®? Among \
the Cardinals there were not a few whose conduct deserved
to be lashed unsparingly ; but there were also many to
| whom failings and vices were attributed only for the sake

lc/of giving vent to scorn and ridicule.
The master-hand in raising this rank crop of abusive x

© literature was that of Pietro Aretino, who turned the favour-

able opportunity to account without scruple. His epigrams

1 Cf. letter of B. Castiglione of December 28, 1521 (Gonzaga
Archives, Mantua) ; also SERASSI, 1., 5, and KRAFFT, Briefe, 31.

* See, Pasquinate di P. Aretino ed anonime per il conclave e I’ elez. di
Adriano VI., publ. e ill. da V. Rossi, Palermo, 1891. Also Giorn. d.
lett. Ital., XIX., 80 segg., XXXIII., 78 segq., 470.

3 (. Clerk’s letter to Wolsey in BREWER, 111., 2 n., 1895.
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sparkled with wit and intelligence ; in originality and biting
sarcasm he had no equal, but his language was foul and full
of a devilish malice! Only a portion of the malignant
allusions contained in these lampoons is now intelligible to
the reader; contemporaries were well aware at whom each
of the poisoned shafts was aimed. In this way, in the
eyes of the people, each of the Cardinals whose candidature

came up for discussion, was morally sentenced in advance.

As many of these pasquinades made their way into
foreign countries, a deadly blow was then given, as Giovio
remarks, to the reputation of the Sacred College.?
~ The longer the hindrances to the Conclave were pro-
tracted, the larger was the scope afforded for the satirists
and newsmongers. As soon as the obsequies of Leo X.
were brought to an end on the 17th of December 1521,
attention was at once directed to the Conclave, when the
news arrived that Cardinal Ferreri, who was on the side
of France, had been detained in Pavia by the Imperialists ;
hereupon it was decided to wait eight days longer for the
Cardinal, whose liberation had been urgently demanded3
In diplomatic circles, moreover, it was confidently asserted
that as early as the beginning of December the French
envoy had formally protested against the beginning of the
Conclave prior to the arrival of the French Cardinals.*

Already in the autumn of 1520, when Leo’s health
gave no grounds for anticipating his early death, Francis I.

1 The opinion of FLAMINI, 224.

2 Jovius, Vita Adriani VI.

* Besides SANUTO, XXXII,,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>